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Cause for Hope

March 8th, 2022

In 2016 when this organization was

founded, the UNHCR estimated there

were 65 million forcibly displaced people

in the world. This included refugees,

asylum seekers, and those facing internal

displacement within their home country.

Initial estimates for 2021 put the new

total at 84 million – an increase of ~3

million/year.

However, within the last two weeks alone

2 million new refugees have been

added to that number from just one

conflict! Millions more are internally

displaced, and experts predict these

numbers to grow. 

The vast majority of single-parent

households globally are headed by

women, and many, many women hold this

role.
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32% of all women in Sub-Saharan Africa

and 30% of all women in Latin America

are the heads of their household –

meaning that they are financially

responsible for at least one dependent

child! 13% of women globally hold this

role. 

In fragile and conflict-affected

situations, only 13% of females are

enrolled in higher education. In the

lowest-income countries, only 9.7% are.

The world is still reeling from two years

of a global pandemic which

disproportionately affected women –

pulling them out of school and out of the

workforce, subjecting them to increased

violence and societal

disenfranchisement.
 

Extreme weather events and ecological

disasters continue to increase. It is no

wonder that the World Economic Forum’s

2022 Global Risks Report found that

89% of respondents “perceived the

short-term outlook to be volatile,

fractured, or increasingly catastrophic.”

Fully 84% of respondents expressed

negative feelings about the future—that

is, they were “concerned” or “worried”.

In addition to the above, respondents

highlighted “geoeconomic

confrontations”, “geopolitical resource

contestation”, and “cybersecurity failure”

as significant concerns.

H E A T H E R  M A C C L E O U D



As I write this, the world is witnessing all of these challenges play out in real time.

However, there is cause for optimism and even inspiration! The Asherah

Foundation’s “Second Chance Scholarship” is awarded each year to women who

have faced these challenges head-on and have persevered. Their resilience and

ingenuity are powerful examples of what is possible. When the human spirit and a

supportive community come together, the impossible becomes possible.

Indomitable problems are conquered. The summits of even the tallest mountains are

reached.

In 2021, we awarded our scholarship to four amazing women – each of whom has

an inspiring story to share.

Since 2016, we have had almost 300 women representing 74 countries apply for

our scholarship. They are refugees and single mothers, widows, divorcees, and child

brides. They have faced cancer, displacement, and death. 

Their dreams of attaining a higher education degree have been thwarted by

politics, economics, culture, and the many demands society demands of women.

They are also devoted sisters, daughters, wives, and mothers – often placing the

needs of their families before their own.

Our goal for 2022 is simple: to dramatically increase the number of women we

support through our scholarships each year! You can join us by donating to our

International Women’s Day fundraiser and following us across social media. Support

these women through reading their stories and sharing their inspirational journeys

with your loved ones.

Thank you to everyone who supports these women in ways both great and
small.

Heather MacCleoud, PhD

Executive Director & CEO

March 8, 2022
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P R O F I L E  O F
S C H O L A R S H I P

R E C I P I E N T S

M A R Y L I N E  J A B A R
S T E L L A  M A R I S  P O L Y T E C H N I C  U N I V E R S I T Y

Despite having faced several challenges throughout her life, she has

maintained persistent working and studying at the same time. This did

not prevent her from successfully completing her Sophomore year as a

major in Environmental Sciences and being Elected as Vice President

for Administration of the Environmental Science Student Association

(ESSA).

J A C K L I N E  S A M U E L
C A V E N D I S H  U N I V E R S I T Y - U G A N D A

COVID-19 has complicated life for everyone around the world.

Jackline's Spring 2020 and Fall 2021 evaluations had to be held

online in Spring 2021.  Despite the delay, she successfully

passed all her exams while at the same time supporting her

extended family of 13 siblings. Due to COVID, several internet

facilities had to close which became a challenge for her given

that her program has been online even before the pandemic.

Fortunately, the Asherah Foundation has continued to support

her so she can continue her studies. Currently she is pursuing an

internship while conducting a research project. 



When she was 11, Sayyara’s home country of Azerbaijan

declared independence from the disintegrating USSR.

Despite the resulting upheaval, she was able to successfully

complete her secondary education and was accepted into a

university. Unfortunately, due to family and societal barriers,

she was unable to complete her program and got married

instead.

She is now a single mother who has supported herself and

her son through tailoring. Now that her son is in high school,

she has the freedom to pursue her dream of finally obtaining

a higher education degree! She is pursuing a bachelor’s

degree in Journalism from Baku Eurasian University.

P R O F I L E  O F
S C H O L A R S H I P

R E C I P I E N T S

 
 

E V E L Y N E  M A N I S H I M W E
B U J U M B U R A  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  U N I V E R S I T Y

Evelyn continues supporting Appui aux Initiatives des

Personnes Handicapées - a local organization which

advocates for those with disabilities. Thanks to all the

generous donations, Evelyn has been able to purchase a

computer to continue her online studies.

S A Y Y A R A  A L I Y E V A
B A K U  E U R A S I A N  U N I V E R S I T Y  
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2 0 2 1  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D  

H E A T H E R  M A C C L E O U D ,  P H D

Heather collaborates with higher education

institutions, governments, and non-governmental

organizations to develop strategic international

partnerships in support of improving access to, and

quality of higher education around the world.

F O U N D E R ,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  &  C E O

D I A N  T R A B U L S Y ,  E S Q .
P R E S I D E N T - E L E C T ,  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D
Dian joined the Asherah foundation in 2021. She is a

governance leader who has extensive knowledge and

experience in insurance and investment industries. In

addition, she is a published author, public speaker

focused on women's empowerment, and youth coach. 

L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

J U A N  A L A N I S
2 0 2 1  P R E S I D E N T ,  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D
Founder and CEO at Grupo Azimuth, Juan, originally

from Mexico, has vast experience in strategic

planning in Latin America and Europe. He has

previously held key leadership positions for The Estée

Lauder Companies, P&G, and Samsonite.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/heathermaccleoud/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/diantrabulsy/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/juan-g-alanis-05b2a752/
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S U N I L  K H I A N I
S E C R E T A R Y ,  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D ;  C H A I R ,
B O A R D  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O M M I T T E
Sunil joined the Asherah Foundation in 2021. He has

over 18 years of industry experience with a career that

ranges from product leadership to commercial and

general management. He is currently Vice President

Operations and Data Science North America for

NielsenIQ. He received his MBA in finance from Gujarat

University. 

D A L E  H I L L
T R E A S U R E R ,  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D ;  C H A I R
F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E
Dale joined the Executive Board of the Asherah

Foundation in 2017. She has a distinguished career in

monitoring and evaluation (M&E), management, aid

policy, and international economic development for

the World Bank and many other NGOs. She received

her MPA from Princeton University.

F A D I M A  S A V A D O G O
P A S T  P R E S I D E N T  2 0 2 0 ,  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D ;
C H A I R ,  C O N S T I T U E N T  E N G A G E M E N T  &
S C H O L A R S H I P  O V E R S I G H T  C O M M I T T E E
Fadima is an experienced knowledge management

professional. She joined the Executive Board in 2018.

Currently at the International Finance Cooperation

(IFC), she has also worked for the World Bank and World

Learning. She is originally from Burkina Faso.

L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sunil-khiani-a0b72b2/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dalemillerhill/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fadima/
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D E E P I K A  W A R R I E R
E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D  M E M B E R
Deepika is an experienced international marketing and

branding professional and is currently the CMO of

Diageo India. She has previously held important

leadership positions within the PepsiCo corporation in

Dubai, as well as in India, where she is originally from.

She joined the Asherah Foundation Executive Board in

2020.

S T E F A N I E  L U C A S
C H A I R ,  P R  &  M A R K E T I N G  C O M M I T T E E
Stefanie joined the Asherah Foundation Executive

Board in 2021. She has vast experience in international

marketing and product development. She is currently

the CRO at American Leather Holdings. 

L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

M A Y  S H A N A ' A ,  P H D
C H A I R ,  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O M M I T T E E ;  C O - C H A I R ,
C O N S T I T U E N T  E N G A G E M E N T  &  S C H O L A R S H I P
O V E R S I G H T  C O M M I T T E E
May became a member of the Asherah Foundation's

Executive Board in 2021. Currently based in Germany,

she has been a member of the Board of Trustees for the

Max Planck Foundation for almost 4 years. May had an

extensive global leadership career at organizations

including Beiersdorf, Johnson & Johnson, and Unilever.

In addition, she is a human rights and gender equality

advocate. 

L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

https://www.linkedin.com/in/deepika-warrier-54739042/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stefanie-lucas-4222875/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/may-shanaa-1092475/


S E C R E T A R Y ,  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D ;  C H A I R ,  B O A R D
D E V E L O P M E N T  C O M M I T T E  ( F O R M E R )
Tara is an experienced international leader, convener,

and connector. She joined the Asherah Foundation

Executive Board in 2020 and is based in the

Netherlands.
L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E

 

2 0 2 1  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D

T A R A  V A N  D E R  H O O R N

A M B E R  K E L L E H E R
C O - C H A I R ,  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  ( F O R M E R )
Amber is an experienced nonprofit and membership

association leader. Formerly the President and CEO of

the United Way Retirees Association, she now serves as

the Executive Director of TESOL International

Association. She is based in the Washington, DC area.L I N K E D I N  P R O F I L E
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http://www.linkedin.com/in/taravanderhoorn/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/amber-crowell-kelleher


 

2 0 2 1  A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

M I R E I L L E  " M I M I "  D A M I B AM A R I A  K I R I L O V A

C A R O L L A N N  B R A U M

T H O M A S  F I T Z G I B B O N

N I C K  G A S T

K A R I M  A M A D E

A Y A  H A R BA S M A  K A T H I W A L L AA P A R N A  M A H A J A N

I R W I N  L I A W

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mireille-damiba-mpa-shrm-cp-1390184/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/maria-kirilova-93075a83/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/carollann-braum-9517692b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tpfitzgibbon3/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nick-gast-174704102/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karimamade/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ayaharb/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/asma-k-184b651a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aparna-mahajan-114ab21
https://www.linkedin.com/in/irwinl/


A S H E R A H  F O U N D A T I O N ' S
A M B A S S A D O R S

E M I L Y
L I E B T A G

 

N E I L  S T .
C L A I R

J U A N
D O M I N G O
B A U T I S T A

M O T T Y
G R E E N H O U S E

G U R P R E E T
B H A T I A

P A M
G O U N D E R

P A T R I C I A
V A L E R I O

R O B E R T
H E I S E

S A L I F O U
D A B O

S T A C Y
Y B A R R A

https://www.linkedin.com/in/emilyliebtag/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/neilstclair/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/juan-domingo-bautista-de-cozar-79255410/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/motty-greenhouse-795a9511/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gurpreet-k-bhatia-she-her-04bba673/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pamgounder/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/patriciavalerio/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robertheise/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/salifou-dabo-3b25a572/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stacyybarraevans/


A S H E R A H  F O U N D A T I O N
S E N I O R  M A N A G E M E N T

I N T E R N S

V I V I A N
T H I O N G ' O

S A N N I D H I
S H A S H I K I R A N

R I J K A A R D
A M A R A

M O L L Y  R O U S H

A M I N A
M A J E E D

M A T T H E W
W I L S O N

J E N N A
T H O R E T Z

C R I S T Y
M E N D O Z A

A M A N
D O S A N J H

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vivianwambui849/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vivianwambui849/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sannidhi-shashikiran-380a1b177/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rijkaard-anzanua-099667119/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/molly-roush-wvu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/amina-majeed-8a3807149/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/matthew-wilson-7506a41ba/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jenna-thoretz/


A S H E R A H  F O U N D A T I O N  
N O N P R O F I T  M A N A G E M E N T

I N T E R N S

T A L A
F A L H O U M

P R I Y A L  N Y A T IL Y N N I E
M C I L V A I N

J O R D A N  K N O XA N N A
T U R C O T T

A N I S H W A R
S E N

L I L Y
W E S T O V E R

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vivianwambui849/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/priyal-nyati/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lynnie-mcilvain/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jordan-knox-610ab713b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anna-turcott-44baa91a9/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anishwar-sen-6647b3139/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lily-westover/


A S H E R A H  F O U N D A T I O N
I N T E R N A T I O N A L

D E V E L O P M E N T  I N T E R N S

A D E L A
A R R I O L A

A N A S T A S I A
G E V E L

A N D R E A
R E M E S

D A P H N E
C H E B E S I

D I N A
R I S H M A W I

E L I Z A B E T H
H A R T N E T T

A N N A  E N G L E

A S M A  A H M E D

A N N A  B E N S O N

https://www.linkedin.com/in/adela-arriola-a222991b5/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anastasiia-gevel-9b0b9220a/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/andrea-oyarvide-remes-619651199
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daphne-ngenwie-chebesi-1a3b56171/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/e-hartnett/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annaengle/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/asmahmed11583/


A S H E R A H  F O U N D A T I O N
I N T E R N A T I O N A L

D E V E L O P M E N T  I N T E R N S

F A T E M E
T A V A K O L I

J U L I A N A
P A V E L

J U L I E
O S T A P J U K O V A

R E I N E
M A D R I A G A

S H I A N N A
C H A S T A I N

Y A R A  M A Y Y A

E V E L Y N  C H A N

N I S H T H A
M E H T A

https://www.linkedin.com/in/juliana-antonie-pavel-4064a41bb/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/julie-ostapjukova/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/reinemadriaga/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/shianna-chastain-a343baba/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yara-mayya-18b916212/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/evelyn-chan-473387171/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nishtha-mehta-44894222b


T H E  A S H E R A H  F O U N D A T I O N  W O U L D
L I K E  T O  G I V E  E S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O
A L L  T H E S E  W O M E N  A N D  M E N  W H O

H A V E  B E E N  W O R K I N G  W I T H  T H E
O R G A N I Z A T I O N  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E

W H O L E  Y E A R  T O  C O N T I N U E  T O
S U P P O R T  W O M E N ' S  A C C E S S  T O

H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N  A R O U N D  T H E
W O R L D .  D E S P I T E  T H E  G L O B A L

P A N D E M I C ,  2 0 2 1  H A S  B E E N
A N O T H E R  S U C C E S S F U L  Y E A R

T H A N K S  T O  A L L  O F  Y O U .
 

T H A N K  Y O U !
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C O N T A C T
I N F O R M A T I O N

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  F I N D  U S  O N  O U R
O F F I C I A L  W E B S I T E ,  

S E N D  U S  A N  E M A I L  A T
I N F O @ A S H E R A H F O U N D A T I O N . O R G ,  O R  T H R O U G H

O U R  S O C I A L  M E D I A  P L A T F O R M S

https://www.linkedin.com/company/asherah-foundation/
https://www.facebook.com/AsherahFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/asherahfoundation/
https://twitter.com/infoasherah
https://www.asherahfoundation.org/

